
A-130.01 
 
Building Area: (sf) 
110,000 
 
Cost per Square Foot:  
$275 
 
Construction Cost 
$30,250,000 
 
Date of Completion: 
July 2013 

Program Summary: 
A new college preparatory high school, designed to immerse 
students in an environment that reflects the technological principles 
on which their curriculum is based. 
 
Program Statement: 
Having seen dramatic increases in enrollment, this technologically-rooted 
school was in need of a larger campus. A new facility would not only allow for 
larger classroom and activity space, it would allow for a better organization of 
the program around the school’s pedagogical objectives.  
 
The design team capitalized on the expansive site by creating generously sized 
classroom, activity, circulation, and outdoor spaces–many of which can be 
used for multiple activities. The classrooms are organized into pods which are 
attached to a free-flowing circulation spine anchored by the cafeteria. Each of 
the three pods (each one named for a famous scientist) is comprised of 
classrooms surrounding a multi-purpose ‘breakout’ space. As such, the 
classrooms become defined as didactic spaces for individual learning while the 
multi-purpose spaces allow for hands-on activities and group projects where 
students can apply what they have learned. So that the spaces would not only 
be a background to the education, the decision was made to expose the 
building systems so that the building itself is an educational tool. Structural, 
electrical, mechanical, and plumbing systems are all visible in their raw form so 
that students can understand the typically hidden inner technologies of a 
modern building. 
 
The planning of the site focuses highly on sustainability, with ideas that don’t 
just meet the needs of today, but look towards the future. Design features 
ensure the minimization of rainwater runoff, excessive energy usage, and the 
need for labor intensive maintenance. 



A-130.02 
SITE PLAN 
 
1. School 
2. Conference Center 
3. Bus Drop-Off 
4. Vehicular Drop-Off 
5. Parking 
6. Future Soccer Field 
7. Future Gymnasium Site 
8. Detention Pond 
9. Outdoor Flexible Space 



A-130.03 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
1. Classroom 
2. Multi-Purpose Studio 
3. Outdoor Courtyard 
4. Cafeteria 
5. Food Court 
6. Kitchen 
7. Offices 
8. Lobby 
9. Video Conference 
10. Commons 
11. Library / Media Center 
12. Multimedia Lab 
13. Music Lab 
14. Meeting Room 
15. Conference Room 



A-130.04 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
 
1. Classroom 
2. Multi-Purpose Studio 
3. Lab 
4. Gallery 
5. Resource Specialist 
6. Drama Room 
7. Green Roof 



A-130.05 
While in plan there is a strong 
distinction between the circulation & 
classroom pods, in elevation the 
sharp angles of the volumes give the 
building a cohesive modern 
character, appropriate for its role as 
a 21st century technology-based 
school. 
 
BELOW LEFT: 
The conference center was built as a 
separate space to allow for students 
and faculty to meet with local 
business leaders. 



A-130.06 
The main entry to the school 
features an expansive multilayered 
canopy punctuated by skylights and 
a perforated metal and concrete 
pylon sign. The canopy clearly 
identifies the main entrance and 
connects the drop-off lane to the 
building. A variety of covered and 
uncovered seating areas allow for 
students to study, eat, converse, or 
simply wait for their ride. 



A-130.07 
TOP & BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The south side of the building 
differentiates itself from the north 
side given its program and solar 
orientation. The classrooms on the 
south end of each pod feature fully-
glazed window wall openings and 
reflective surfaces that were placed 
strategically to take advantage of 
natural light, maximize visual 
comfort, and reduce energy 
consumption. In addition to interior 
rolling shades, the S-shape formed 
by the cantilevered concrete floor, 
roof, and walls provides shading and 
facilitates passive solar heating and 
cooling. 
 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
Abundant landscaping on the south 
side is characterized by a variety of 
native flowers and grasses, 
encouraging extension of the 
learning environment to the exterior. 



A-130.08 
TOP ROW: 
The free-flowing circulation spine, 
with large areas of floor to ceiling 
glazing, provides a series of social 
and studying spaces which unfold as 
one progresses through the building. 
 
BOTTOM ROW: 
The classrooms in each pod 
surround a generous multipurpose 
space for grade-level gatherings and 
student project exhibitions. A 
cylindrical clerestory brings in natural 
light to the multipurpose spaces on 
the second floor in each classroom 
pod. 
 
A 3,000 SF green roof was added as 
a sustainable feature. This created a 
natural space for projects and 
special classes based on interaction 
with the outdoor environment. 



A-130.09 
TOP ROW & BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The commons space was simply 
imagined as an enlarged extension 
of the circulatory spine. With its 
oratory platform, acoustical baffles, 
and balconies overlooking the 
double-height space, it is designed 
to be used for school-wide activities, 
presentations, and gatherings. 
 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
The hub of the school is the main 
lobby with Bohr’s atomic model inlaid 
in the terrazzo floor. 



A-130.10 
The extensive glazing in the 
classrooms reduces the need for 
artificial lighting. The acoustical 
ceiling forms act as light shelves 
reflecting light onto the exposed 
concrete deck above. The artificial 
lighting is self-dimming to ensure 
constant light levels. 
 
Casework and counters are 
designed with clear maple finishes 
and black solid surface tops similar 
in appearance to the laboratory 
furniture to carry the scientific 
aesthetic through all educational 
spaces. 



A-130.11 
TOP LEFT: 
The classrooms are designed to be 
flexible: the rolling desks allow for 
easy rearrangement of the seating. 
 
RIGHT: 
Desks similar in appearance to the 
laboratory furniture are used within 
the science classrooms, though 
once a science project requires the 
need for experiments, work transfers 
to either the Biology or Chemistry 
laboratories (bottom left). 
 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
The three dedicated science 
laboratories (Biology, Chemistry, and 
Robotics) are grouped to share 
utilities and storage spaces. While 
different in function than the 
classrooms, they share the same 
flexible, natural lit, aesthetic with 
finishes suited to their uses. 



A-130.12 
Like the rest of the school, the library 
was designed with flexibility in mind. 
The 10,000 volume collection is 
surrounded by a variety of work, 
reading, and teaching spaces. 
Chairs and couches allow for more 
relaxed reading. Tables and carrels 
allow for both group collaboration 
and individual studying. 
 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
In the Reception Office, adjacent to 
the main lobby, the reception desk 
was designed to reflect the desk in 
the library. 



A-130.13 
The cafeteria is unlike any other, 
with its food court-style serving area, 
brightly colored wall tile, paint 
finishes, bold striped floor tile 
pattern, and dynamic ceiling 
elements. There are no fixed tables 
or seating so the arrangement is 
flexible to accommodate multiple 
functions. 
 
An expanse of south-facing glazing 
shaded by an overhang brings 
natural daylight deep into the dining 
room in the cooler months. 
 
The glazing looks onto an adjacent 
courtyard where students and faculty 
may also gather to eat, study, and 
socialize. 



Project Name: 
Patrick F. Taylor Science and Technology 
Academy 
 
Project Location: 
701 Churchill Parkway 
Avondale, LA 70094 
 
Owner/Client: 
Jefferson Parish Public School System 
Jefferson Parish Economic Development 
Corporation 
 
Architect(s) of Record: 
Angela O’Byrne, FAIA, LEED AP 
Perez, APC 
317 Burgundy Street, Suite 11 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
 
Chip Verges, AIA 
VergesRome Architects 
320 N. Carrollton Avenue, Suite 100 
New Orleans, LA 70119 
 
Project Team: 
Christian Pazos, Int’l Assoc. AIA, SCA, 
Project Manager 
Michael Roussel, AIA, Project Manager 
Kris Lowry, Interior Designer 
Lukas Kaplan, AIA Assoc. 
Robert Brownfield, Assoc. AIA 
Sam Bliming, AIA 
Ingrid Adrianza, IIDA 
Jonathan O’Rear, AIA 
Rodney Dionisio, Assoc. AIA 
Stephen Braquet, AIA 
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A-130.14 Project Team (continued): 
Jesse Stephenson 
Victoria Yee 
Jenn Lilos 
Emmanuel Edwards 
Ian Dreyer 
Terri Dreyer 
David Dempsey 
Richard Quelch 
Ashley Heitzman 
Katie Logan 
Charlotte Cox 
 
Landscape Architect: 
Brandon Adams, Landscape Architect 
 
Consultants: 
Concordia Architects (Initial Concept) 
David Stephens (Programming) 
Morphy Makofsky, Inc. (Structural & Civil) 
Thompson Luke & Associates LLC 
(Mechanical & Plumbing) 
Craig Hebert Engineering LLC (Electrical) 
Futch Design Associates, Inc. (Food & 
Beverage Consultants) 
N.B. Traylor & Associates Inc. (Special 
Systems Consultants) 
 
General Contractor: 
Core Construction Services, LLC 
 
 
Photographer(s): 
(please list which specific slides get credited to each 
photographer(s) listed).  
Greg Miles (Slides 6-14) 
Jeffery Johnston (Slides 6 & 9) 
Christian Pazos (Slide 5) 
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